WHAT EXAMINATIONS CAN I TAKE?
Here at the KFDA we offer pupils and students from the age of five the opportunity to take Dance and Musical Theatre examination, which are accredited by the Imperial Society of Teacher of Dancing (ISTD), Royal Academy of Dance (RAD) and London College of Music (LCM). Examinations are not compulsory; however we do encourage our pupils and student to take them as a measure of their progress and a reward for all their hard work. It is the solo discretion of the Principles if a child moves up a class without taking an examination.
ISTD, RAD and LCM qualifications are on the Qualifications and Credit Framework so students who pass the Senior Examinations can use the qualification toward further education. Many other dance schools and clubs hold class examinations run and assessed by their teacher/s these are not on the Qualification and Credit Framework and do not count towards any further education. 
Pupils are entered into examinations at the discretion of the Principal, with coaching classes for the examination candidates during the term of the examination. Senior pupils will also have the opportunity to take major examinations under the Royal Academy of Dance.
WHY DO EXAMINATIONS?
Examinations:

· Are a measure of progress against an internationally recognised standard

· Are a reward for all their hard work

· Help develop self-esteem, confidence and communication skills

· Enhance learning

· Give a record of personal achievement

· Help to develop a confidence in taking examinations, which can be a asset when taking education examinations

WHAT IS THE COST OF EXAMINATION?

We attempt to keep the cost of fees to a minimum. We normally only do examinations twice a year to help keep costs down. If you wish your child to take an examination but the fees are causing you an issue please speak to Miss Kirsty, Miss Hannah or Mrs Farrow, who will try and help.

The total cost of each examination is made up of:
· The fee from the boards for the grade (these increase the higher the grade and usually annually also). These fees are set by ISTD, RAD or LCM.
· Administration fee £2 per candidate

· Facility cost that includes but not exclusively; studio hire, heating and electricity £3 per candidate

· Welfare costs for the examiner for the day/ overnight stay etc £2 per candidate

· Teachers and CD/IPod Operator fee of £3 per candidate 
· Pianist fee (ballet only) £10 per candidate (this fee is set by the pianist). Pianists are mandatory for all ballet exams.
· IF extra coaching lessons are required, these will be arranged and charged individually. If you are able to attend an already timetabled class then there will be no additional charge. 
All students and pupils who take and pass examinations are awarded with their certifications at our Annual Presentation Evening held in July each year. Your child will presented with their certificate on stage as we believe every exam is a success that should be acknowledged. 

HOW TO GET THE BEST RESULT FOR YOUR EXAMINATION
Limbering

It is strongly recommended that all students from Grade 2 Modern upwards through to Advanced 2 Modern, attend a weekly Limbering Class (please see timetable for class times).
A well limbered body lends itself to the modern criteria therefore increasing the chances of better results. Up to 10 marks are awarded depending on how well limbered you are.

Pointe Work

Students will not be able to take Grade 6 Ballet or above examinations unless they attend at least two syllabus classes and a Pointe Work class per week.
Performance & Presentation

Performance and presentation make up 10 marks of every examination. Attending a weekly musical theatre class helps improve confidence and non-verbal communication skills. 
